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on dry land to escape being blown towards the open sea. As for
the medieval merchants who navigated the Mediterranean, the
North Sea, and the Baltic before the mariner's compass was
known to them, they were never for more than a few days with-
out a glimpse of some distant mountain range.
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If they found themselves lost in the open, they had only one
way in which to discover where the nearest land might be. For
that purpose they always carried a few pigeons. They knew that
pigeons would take the shortest route to the nearest bit of dry
land. When they no longer knew what course to follow, they
set one of their pigeons loose and observed the way it flew. Then
they steered in that general direction taken by the bird until they
saw the mountain tops and could make for the nearest harbour
to ask where they might happen to be.